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Abstract: This research examines the effect of online lectures on student interest in learning. This
research uses the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) approach, a theory that explains the perceptions
of technology users, which consists of two constructs: perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use.
The population in this study were students majoring in accounting at the Kudus Regency College.
Sampling using purposive sampling method and the number of samples of 98 respondents. The data
obtained were analyzed using the PLS (partial least square) analysis technique through the smartPLS
software. The study results found that online lectures had a positive and significant effect on the learning
interest of accounting students in the Kudus Regency. This can be seen from the results of testing how
perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use have a positive and significant value on student interest
in learning
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INTRODUCTION

In 2020 the world was shocked by the corona-virus outbreak. This epidemic has become a
widespread pandemic in Indonesia. The COVID-19 pandemic has had an impact on various sectors,
including the education sector. In order to minimize the spread of the corona-virus, the government
implements social distancing, one of which is by implementing learning from home (BDR) policy. This
is under the Circular Letter of the Minister of Education and Culture of the Republic of Indonesia
Number 4 of 2020 concerning the Implementation of Educational Policies in the Emergency Period for
the Spread of Covid-19. This change in learning methods applies to pre-school students to college-level
students. During the pandemic, the learning system uses the online method (in the network), which is
done online through the internet network. Learning activities can be done through WhatsApp, Zoom,
Google Classroom, Microsoft Teams, and other media. Learning using technology provides benefits
because of the speed of information and flexible access. This can make it easier for students to do
assignments anytime and anywhere. However, on the other hand, there are disadvantages to online
learning. One of the drawbacks is related to the internet network. Network disruption can hinder the
learning process. Many students complain about less than optimal learning and do not understand the
material delivered through electronic media.

Based on this, there are many problems faced by students in online lectures. Therefore, it is
necessary to evaluate the effect of online lectures on student interest in learning. Several previous studies
on student interest in online lectures have been carried out. The results of Costley & Henry's research
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(2017) state that the use of technology in e-learning is positively related to student interest in learning.
Students feel satisfied, and it is easier to understand learning with the learning video.

(Mulyana et al., 2020) their research also revealed that students responded positively and
enthusiastically to participating in online lectures. In addition, (Istiyana & Fatmawati, 2020) also
revealed that online lectures positively affect student interest in learning. Students welcome online
learning. Students prefer to absorb information in a visual form, such as short video content. However,
research (Mardesci & Mardesci, 2020) shows different results. The results of his research revealed that
online lectures were negatively related to student interest in learning. The increasing intensity of online
lectures makes students' interest in learning decline. This is due to inadequate internet network facilities.
Students who live far away in the area find it difficult to carry out online lectures.

Mihhailova, (2006), in her research, also states that electronic learning (e-learning) reduces the
interest in learning of open university students. This is due to the low level of knowledge of web-based
learning, so that students experience difficulties in using learning technology. Several previous studies
have shown inconsistent results, so it is necessary to re-examine the effect of online lectures on student
interest in learning. This study examines the effect of online lectures on accounting students' learning
interest with the Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) approach.

Technology Acceptance Model is a theory that explains the perception of technology users, which
consists of two constructs, namely perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use. A useful and easy-
to-use technology can improve performance; the user will use the technology, likewise with online
lectures. If students believe that online learning is practical and provides convenience, and can improve
lecture-performance during the covid-19 pandemic, it will foster student interest in learning.

LITERATURE REVIEW

Technology Acceptance Model (TAM)

Technology Acceptance Model (TAM) was first proposed by (Davis, 1989). Technology
Acceptance Model is a theory that explains the perception of technology users. This perception will
influence interest in using technology. According to (Davis, 1989) there are two primary constructs in
TAM: perceived usefulness and perceived ease of use. In this study, the TAM approach was used to
explain the perceived usefulness and ease of using online lectures on student interest in learning.

Perceived Usefulness

Perceived usefulness is defined as the extent to which individuals believe that the use of certain
technologies will improve work performance (Davis, 1989). Based on this definition, it can be concluded
that perceived usefulness is a person's belief about the decision-making process.

Perceived Ease of Use

Davis, (1989) reveals: perceived ease of use is the extent to which a person believes that using a
technology will be free of effort. So the perception of ease of use is defined as a level where individuals
believe that using specific systems/technology is easy and not a burden so that they do not need to try
hard in doing something.

Online Lectures

As technology advances, learning is not only face-to-face but can also be done online. Especially
when the pandemic conditions are according to the government's circular, learning activities are carried
out from home and carried out online (in the network). Online learning is an online learning method
using the internet network with accessibility, connectivity, flexibility, and the ability to bring up various
learning interactions (Moore et al., 2011). Online learning is carried out through various varied learning
media such as video conferencing media, an app, google classroom, Microsoft team, zoom, etc. This is
supported by adequate infrastructures such as smartphones, laptops/computers, and internet networks.

Interest in Learning
Interest is defined as a high tendency, passion, or desire for something. (Slameto, 2003) also
revealed that interest is a feeling and an interest in something or an activity, without anyone telling and
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not appearing suddenly or spontaneously, but arising from participation, knowledge and habits.
Therefore, interest in learning can be defined as a student's desire accompanied by feelings of pleasure
to learn a science where there is no element of coercion by anyone in studying the science.

Influence of perceived usefulness of online lectures on interest in learning accounting students

Perceived usefulness is a person's belief about the decision-making process. If someone believes
that technology is useful and positive, then that person is interested in using it. The use of technology
that is felt to be more useful and practical, then the acceptance of the technology is increasing (Vidantika
& Putra, 2018). Istiyana & Fatmawati (2020) also revealed that students received online lectures well
because they felt the benefits of the technology used to improve learning performance during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

H1: Perceptions of the usefulness of online lectures have a positive effect on accounting
student learning interest

The effect of perceived ease of use of online lectures on accounting students' learning interest

Perception of ease of use can convince a user that the technology/system used is not a burden but
easy to understand and use and can reduce one's effort to do something. A technology whose use is easy,
practical, effective and flexible, will increase a person's interest in using the technology (Ermawati &
Delima, 2016). (Istiyana & Fatmawati, 2020) also revealed that students have a high interest in learning
in online lectures because they feel the ease of access and convenience of online learning to make it
easier for students to do assignments.

H2: Perceptions of the ease of use of online lectures have a positive effect on accounting
student learning interest

METHOD

Data Analysis Methods

This type of research is a quantitative research that aims to test hypotheses (explanatory research).
The researcher wanted to know whether the perceived usefulness and perceived ease of using online
lectures affected the interest in learning accounting students. The population in this study were
accounting students at the Kudus Regency College, which consisted of 3 (three) universities, namely
Muhammadiyah Kudus University, Muria Kudus University, and Kudus State Islamic Institute. The
sampling technique used is purposive sampling, with the criteria for accounting students in semester 3
(three) to semester 5 (five). The number of respondents in this study was 98 students. The data used in
this study is primary data. Researchers distributed research questionnaires to respondents by sending a
google form questionnaire link via social media. Then the respondent filled out the questionnaire
through the link. Respondents' answers were measured on a Likert scale of 5 (five) points, namely: 1
(one) to 5 (five). This study was analyzed using the Partial Least Square (PLS) analysis method using
SmartPLS software which includes evaluation of the measurement model (outer model), evaluation of
the structural model (inner model), and hypothesis testing.

Operational Definition

The usability perception variable is the perception of the usefulness of online lectures being
practical and useful in supporting learning activities during the covid-19 pandemic. The perceived ease
of use variable is the perceived ease of using online lectures that are efficient, practical, and flexible in
learning during the COVID-19 pandemic. The variable of interest in learning is the student's enthusiasm
for learning to attend lectures online and never feel bored or have difficulties.
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RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Result

Evaluation of the measurement model or outer model is carried out to assess the validity and
reliability of the latent construct forming indicators. Convergent validity test to test the correlation
between items/indicators that measure the construct. The rule of thumb usually used to assess convergent
validity is that the loading factor value must be greater than 0.7 for confirmatory research. The loading
factor value between 0.5-0.6 for explanatory research is still acceptable (Ghozali, 2014). Based on table
1, it can be seen that the loading factor value for each construct indicator is >0.5. This shows that all
indicators have met the requirements of convergent validity. Test Discriminant validity to test the
item/indicator of the two constructs that should not be highly correlated. The discriminant validity of
the measurement model with reflective indicators was assessed based on the cross-loading of the
measurements with the construct. A low cross-loading value is a good discriminant validity value
(Ghozali I, 2014).

Table 1. Outer Model Value (Outer Loading)

Variable Indicator Outer Loading
Useful Perception (X1) X1.1 0,643
X1.2 0,669
X1.3 0,769
X1.4 0,777
X1.5 0,612
Perception of Ease (X2) X2.1 0,751
X2.2 0,806
X2.3 0,861
X2.4 0,770
X2.5 0,679
Interest to learn (YY) Y.l 0,750
Y.2 0,822
Y.3 0,524
Y.4 0,690
Y.5 0,509
Y.6 0,753

Tabel 2. Cross Loading

Variable Y X1 X2
Y.l 0,750 0,490 0,520
Y.2 0,822 0,629 0,595
Y.3 0,524 0,250 0,396
Y.4 0,690 0,250 0,455
Y.5 0,509 0,236 0,406
Y.6 0,753 0,408 0,514
X1.1 0,444 0,643 0,495
X1.2 0,386 0,669 0,489
X1.3 0,400 0,769 0,506
X1.4 0,436 0,777 0,551
X1.5 0,339 0,612 0,433
X2.1 0,486 0,584 0,751
X2.2 0,595 0,562 0,806
X2.3 0,607 0,564 0,861
X2.4 0,512 0,481 0,770
X2.5 0,539 0,515 0,679

Source: Smart-PLS (2020)
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Based on table 2, it can be seen that the correlation value of the indicator to the construct is higher
than the correlation value of the indicator to other constructs. Therefore, table 2 above shows the value
of cross loading and good discriminate validity. The reliability test aims to test whether the
items/indicators of the instrument can be used to make measurements more than twice (from time to
time) with accurate results. The type of reliability often used is internal consistency reliability by
averaging the correlation between items in the test. Cronbach alpha was used as a measure to
test internal consistency reliability. Value Cronbach alpha>0.7 means good value reliability. However,
experimental research values of 0.6-0.7 are still acceptable (Ghozali I, 2014). Apart from looking at
the Cronbach alpha, it can also be seen from the composite value reliability. The construct value should
be >0.7 for research confirmatory and 0.6-0.7 still acceptable for explanatory research (Ghozali I,
2014). The test results in table 3 show that the composite reliability value of all constructs has a value
of > 0.70 and Cronbach's alpha value > 0.70, so it can be concluded that the model in this study has met
the reliability requirements.

Table 3. Composite Reliability and Cronbach's Alpha

Variable Cronbach’s Alpha Composite Reliability
Interest to learn (Y) 0,765 0,837
Useful Perception (X1) 0,732 0,824
Perception of Ease (X2) 0,832 0,882

Source: Smart-PLS (2020)

They next evaluated structural models or inner models to predict the relationship between latent
variables by looking at the variance that can be explained and determining the significance of the P-
value. The percentage of variance by looking at the R-Squares for each endogenous latent variable as
the predictive power of the structural model. The value of R-Squares is used to explain the effect of
certain exogenous latent variables on endogenous variables, whether they have aeffect substantive.
Rated R-Squares or adjusted R2 of 0.7, 0.45, and 0.25, it can be concluded that the model is robust,
moderate, and weak. The larger the value, the better the predictor model explains variance (Ghozali I,
2014). This study obtained an R-Squares value of 0.516, which is indicated in the moderate category.
This shows that the variable of accounting student interest in learning can be explained by the perceived
online usefulness variable and the perceived ease of use online by 51.6%. In contrast, the rest is
explained by other variables not explained in this study.

Hypothesis testing in this model regarding the relationship between exogenous and endogenous
latent variables is using the t-statistics and p-value values. The t-statistics value >1.96 and p-value <0.05
are said to be significant at 5% alpha, which means the hypothesis is accepted at 5% alpha. While the
value of t-statistics <1.96 and p-value > 0.05 is said to be insignificant at 5% alpha, which means the
hypothesis is rejected at 5% alpha (Ghozali I, 2014). The results of hypothesis testing can be seen in
table 4:

Table 4. Results of Model Significance Test

T-Statistics P-value Decision
X1->Y 2,455 0,005 H1 Accepted
X2->Y 6,719 0,000 H2 Accepted

Source: Smart-PLS (2020)

Discussion

The Effect of Perceived Usefulness on Learning Interest

The test results show that the first hypothesis is accepted; namely, the perception of usefulness
has a positive and significant effect on learning interest. This can be seen from the t-statistic value
obtained at 2.455 > 1.96. The perceived usefulness of online learning can improve lecture performance
during the pandemic under government protocols. The existence of useful technology which can support
the learning process has increased student interest in learning during the covid-19 pandemic. In addition,
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online lectures can also increase learning effectiveness where communication and collaboration
between students and lecturers are increasing to make the learning process easier and more effective.
This is under the TAM approach proposed by (Davis, 1989) namely perceived usefulness which is
defined as the extent to which individuals believe that using certain technologies will improve work
performance. If someone believes that technology is useful and positive, then that person is interested
in using it. The results of this study support research conducted by (Panigrahi et al., 2020), which proves
that the use of technology is positively related to student interest in learning. Practical
systems/technology make students enthusiastic and respond well to electronic-based learning activities.
(Istiyana & Fatmawati, 2020) also revealed that students received online lectures well because they felt
the benefits of the technology used to improve learning performance. Furthermore, research conducted
by (Mustarin & Wiharto, 2018) shows that the application of online learning is going well, indicated by
the perception of students who are dominated by very high levels, namely, students assess online
learning as easy to use.

The Effect of Perceived Ease of Use on Learning Interest

The test results show that the second hypothesis is accepted; namely, the perceived ease of use
has a positive and significant effect on learning interest. This can be seen from the t-statistic value
obtained at 6.719 > 1.96. The ease with which technology can be used makes the learning process more
accessible during the COVID-19 pandemic. Technology as an easy-to-use learning medium can help
the smooth learning process and make it easier for students to do assignments. The speed of access to
information and flexible time and place in learning activities make students comfortable taking lectures
online. So that students respond well to online learning and improve student learning during the covid-
19 pandemic. This statement is under the TAM approach. (Davis, 1989) revealed that the perception of
ease of use is defined as a level where individuals believe the use of specific systems/technology is easy
and not a burden so that they do not need to try hard in doing something. A technology that is easy to
use and can help complete work will increase a person's interest in using technology. The research
conducted by (Rochmawati et al., 2019) concluded that the use of Moodle-based e-learning was
effectively used in learning because it was proven to improve student learning compared to conventional
learning models. The results of this study are in line with research conducted by (Costley & Henry,
2017). His research stated that the ease of using technology in e-learning was positively related to
student interest in learning. Students feel satisfied, comfortable, and easier to understand learning with
learning videos. (Istiyana & Fatmawati, 2020) also revealed that the perception of ease of use affects
students' interest in learning. Students receive online lectures well because they feel the benefits of the
technology used can improve learning performance during the pandemic.

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

Perception of usefulness has a positive and significant effect on interest in learning. This is
because online learning can improve lecture-performance during the pandemic under government
protocols; useful technology can support the learning process; Online lectures can increase learning
effectiveness where communication and collaboration between students and lecturers are increasing to
make the learning process easier and more effective. The effect of perceived ease of use has a positive
and significant effect on learning interest. This is because the system/technology as an easy-to-use
learning media can help the smooth learning process and make it easier for students to do assignments;
the speed of access to information and flexible time and place in learning activities make students
comfortable taking lectures online. Some suggestions that can be given in this research, among others,
study program managers should evaluate and monitor online learning that has been carried out during
the covid 19 pandemics. This research focuses on student interest in learning, which can then focus on
student academic performance.
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